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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Park Service
Bureau of Land Management
Office of Surface Mining, Reclamation
Bureau of Reclamation

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Geological Survey
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement

"The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's
mission is, working with others, to
conserve, protect and enhance fish,
wildlife, and plants and their habitats
for the continuing benefit of the
American people.“

•
•

•
•
•
•

1871 ‐ U.S. Fish Commission to study the decrease of the nation's food
fishes and recommend ways to reverse the decline.
1885 ‐ Office of Economic Ornithology in the Department of Agriculture.
The office studied the food habits and migratory patterns of birds,
especially those that had an effect on agriculture. Renamed the Bureau of
Biological Survey in 1905.
1939 ‐ Bureaus of Fisheries and Biological Survey were transferred to the
Department of the Interior. In 1940, they were combined and named the
Fish and Wildlife Service.
1956 ‐ Fish and Wildlife Act created the US Fish and Wildlife Service and
established two bureaus, Sport Fish and Wildlife and Commercial Fisheries.
1970 ‐ Bureau of Commercial Fisheries was transferred to the Department
of Commerce and renamed the National Marine Fisheries Service.
The Service employs approximately 7,500 people at facilities across the
country including a headquarters office in Washington, D.C., eight regional
offices, and nearly 700 field units. Among these are national wildlife
refuges, national fish hatcheries and management assistance offices, law
enforcement and ecological services field stations.

Programs
Adminstrative and Support
Functions
Endangered Species
Fish and Habitat
Conservation
International Affairs
Law Enforcement
Migratory Birds
National Refuge System
Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration

Region 5

71 refuges, with 5.8 million visitors annually
25 hatcheries
92 threatened and endangered species and 11
candidates for protection
915 employees
Regional Office HQ in Hadley, Mass.

Regional Directorate Team
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marvin E. Moriarty ‐ Regional Director
Wendi Weber ‐ Deputy Regional Director
Sal Amato ‐ Special Agent in Charge ‐ Law Enforcement
Richard O. Bennett, Ph.D. ‐ Regional Scientist
James G. Geiger, Ph.D. ‐ Assistant Regional Director –
Fisheries
Kyla Hastie ‐ Assistant Regional Director ‐ External Affairs
Tony Léger ‐ Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System
Sherry Morgan ‐ Assistant Regional Director ‐ Migratory Birds
and State Programs
Paul Phifer, Ph.D. ‐ Assistant Regional Director ‐ Ecological
Services
Henry Chang ‐ Assistant Regional Director ‐ Budget and
Administration

MAINE
Ecological Services Offices

Refuges and Wildlife Offices

Gulf of Maine Coastal Ecosystems
Program

Aroostook National Wildlife Refuge

Maine Field Office
‐‐Maine Contaminants Site

Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge

Fisheries Offices
Maine Fisheries Program Complex

Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge
Maine Coastal Islands National Wildlife
Refuge

‐‐Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery

Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge

‐‐Green Lake National Fish Hatchery

Sunkhaze Meadows National Wildlife
Refuge

‐‐Maine Fisheries Resource Office

Law Enforcement Offices
Maine Law Enforcement Office

Federal Resource Laws of Interest to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act)
Federal Power Act
Federal‐Aid Highways Act of 1968
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act
Water Resources Development Act
Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act (Superfund)
• Oil Pollution Act
• Bald Eagle Protection Act of 1940
• Endangered Species Act of 1973

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The (NEPA) provides the basic national charter
for protection of the environment.
• NEPA is intended to ensure that information
about environmental effects of an Agency's
proposal and alternative actions are available to
agency decision makers.
• The Fish and Wildlife Service provides technical
and biological information for use in the NEPA
review process.
• Through these efforts, the Service seeks to
ensure that impacts to fish and wildlife
resources are adequately described and that
mitigation needs are met.
‘Natuurbrug Zanderij Crailoo’ (Ecoduct) near Hilversum, The Netherlands

Endangered Species Act Program
1973 Endangered Species Act
– Focuses on protecting species in their natural
environments
– Gives joint authority to the FWS and NOAA.

Endangered Species

Key sections of the ESA
• Section 4 ‐ Listing and recovery of species, and designation of
critical habitat.
• Section 6 ‐ Authorizes the Service to provide financial assistance to
States through cooperative agreements supporting the
conservation of endangered and threatened species.
• Section 7 ‐ Requires all Federal agencies, in "consultation" with the
Service, to insure that their actions are not likely to jeopardize the
continued existence of listed species or result in destruction or
adverse modification of critical habitat.
• Section 9 ‐ Prohibited actions, including the import and export,
take, possession of illegally taken species, transport, or sale of
endangered or threatened species.
• Section 10 ‐ Guidelines under which a permit may be issued to
authorize activities prohibited by Section 9, such as take of
endangered or threatened species.

Interagency Cooperation
• Affirmative Conservation Mandate
– Section 7(a)(1) – Federal agencies shall use their programs
for the conservation of endangered species and
threatened species
• Conservation: the use of methods and procedures to bring any
endangered species or threatened species to the point where
provisions of the ESA are longer necessary.

• Duty to Avoid Jeopardy and Adverse Modification of
Critical Habitat
– Section 7(a)(2) – Federal agencies must ensure that actions
they authorize, fund, or carry are not likely to jeopardize
the continued existence of listed species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of habitat

Key Definitions:
• Endangered ‐ An animal or plant in danger of
extinction within the foreseeable future throughout all
or a significant portion of its range.
• Threatened ‐ An animal or plant likely to become
endangered within the foreseeable future throughout
all or a significant portion of its range.
• Critical habitat ‐ Specific geographic areas, whether
occupied by listed species or not, that are determined
to be essential for the conservation and management
of listed species, and that have been formally
described in the Federal Register.

More Key Definitions
•

Take ‐ "The term 'take' means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill,
trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct." Section
3(18)
– Harass: An intentional or negligent act or omission which creates the likelihood of injury
to wildlife by annoying it to such an extent as to significantly disrupt normal behavioral
patterns which include, but are not limited to, breeding, feeding, or sheltering.
– Harm: An act which actually kills or injures wildlife. Such act may include significant
habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife by
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding or
sheltering.

Candidate species – plants and animals for which the Service has sufficient
information on their biological status and threats to propose them as endangered
or threatened, but for which development of a proposed listing regulation is
precluded by other higher priority listing activities. They receive no legal
protection and the use of the term does not necessarily mean that the species will
eventually be proposed for listing as a threatened or endangered species.
• Recovery plan ‐ A document that serves as a guide
for activities to be undertaken by Federal, State, or
private entities in helping to recover and conserve
endangered or threatened species.

•

Effect Determinations
1. No Effect to listed species or designated
critical habitat
– Project and effects are outside of species’ range

2. May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect
3. May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect

May Affect

Not Likely to
Adversely
Affect *

Likely to
Adversely
Affect

Informal ESA
Consultation

Formal ESA
Consultation

* OR Wholly Beneficial

Federal Power Act, Hydropower
Licensing

Penobscot River Restoration Project

Penobscot River Restoration Project
• The Penobscot River had annual salmon runs
estimated at 50,000‐70,000 adults prior to 1830.
• This project will allow Atlantic salmon to regain half
of their historical habitat in the river with just one
dam passage (Milford Dam), which will have a new
fish lift installed.
• Re‐establish the river's historic connection to the
ocean, dramatically improving access to nearly
1,000 miles of river habitat.
• Restore 37% of the Penobscot watershed’s
historical lake habitat, which with the already
accessible Orland River would make 42% of historic
lake habitat available.

Maine Fishery Resources Office

Coastal Program
• Northeast Region Coastal Program Goals
– The Region 5 Coastal Program mission is, "working with
others to protect, restore and enhance coastal fish,
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for public benefit."

• To achieve our mission, we:
– Strategically identify and prioritize coastal habitats and
threats
– Build partnerships to achieve more than we could on our
own
– Leverage funds to maximize on‐the‐ground results
– Share our expertise in conservation biology, habitat
protection and restoration, GIS data and analysis,
education, and obtaining funding

Preliminary Penobscot Survey Results

• 1,524 culverts surveyed
• 707 culverts were AOP impaired = “severe” =
outlet drops, inlet blockages, velocity barriers,
turbulence, shallow depth
• 149 of 578 DOT (State highway or State aid)
culverts – “severe”
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